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Snatch the Hat 

How to play this game: 
Players stand or sit in either a large circle or two lines opposite each other. In the centre of the circle, or between 

the lines, place the hat. Then call out the names of two children who are sitting opposite each other. 

These two children then try to grab the hat and return to their place before the other child tags them. A child can 

only be tagged when he/she has the hat. If a child returns to his/her place with the hat before they are tagged, 

they win. If they are tagged then the other child wins. Repeat. 

 

Adaptations 

Change the size of the circle. 

Change the method of travel e.g. jump, hop 

etc. 

As long as the hat is in the middle of the 

circle you do not need to use players who 

are opposite each other. 

Change this to a tag rugby drill by replacing 

the hat with a rugby ball and to tag the 

player with the ball the other child must 

place two hands on them. 

To further develop this drill you may wish to 

call out 3 players at a time. 

Make the game so that instead of returning 

to the space that they left in the circle the 

player with the hat or ball can choose to 

return to any of the spaces created by any of 

the children that you have called to play 

that round. This introduces defensive 

positioning and attacking decision making. 

Introduce a 2 v 2 scenario whereby the team 

that gets the ball first can pass it to their 

team mate. 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

• Keeping fit, cardiovascular fitness 

• Taking turns 

• Running fast over short distance 

• Co-ordination and reaction speed. 

Resources 

• Activity area 

• Hat or ball 


